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deration of these claims ; the T'reasury was emply : yetin 1818,

e -

slthough un unfavorable report was made, that report was not this da

uvequigsced in.  They memorialized Congress again in 1922
und 1824. It was not until 1827 that the claimants fully un-
derstood the strength of their claims.  ‘The instructions and
journals of the commissioners who had negotinted the treaty
with France in 1800 were first published in 1827, and the
public mind then for the first time saw that these claims had
boen abandoned as agwinst France, in consequence and as a
set off against claims which France had against this country,
and which she then sbandoned. It is not to Congress alone
that these claimants have appealed, but they have also filed
their cluims with the proper department of the Government,
the Stute Department ; and there they may be found, 619
cases docketed and pigeon-holed und covered with cobwebe, a
melancholy proof of the tardy administration of justice.

The claimants were not few ; there were 1,011 individuals
interested in this bill, more than 900 of whom claim in their
own right, and more than 400 are yet alive of the original
claimants. He did not believe that there was a single specu-
lator in’ the number. He did not think the objections of the
Lonorable Senator from SBouth Caroling, with respect to the

The bill explanatory of sn act meking appropriations for
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government.

! The French Spoliation bill was passed over informully for

The bill to reduce the pay of the army, was received, twice
read, and referred. :
| ANNEXATION OF TEXAS.

The Senate has had under consideration on every day of the
week the joint resalutions from the House of Representatives
for the annexation of Texns to the United States. On this
subject the following Senators have made speeches ;

Mr. WOODBURY addressed the Senate in & series of ob-
servations strongly in favor of the joint resolutions received
from the House. He contended for the tutionality of
these resolutions, the necessity for coming to a eonclusion upon
the subject, and its great value and importance. Mr. W.
spoke nearly three houts. '

Mr. CHOATE addressed the Senate at great length in op-
position to the joint resolutions received from the House of
p ives, opposing them on the ground of their uncon-
stitutionabity. His speech was a brilliant and effective one,
and oceupied nearly three hours in its delivery.

Mr. HENDERSON supported the constitutionality of the

construction of the commission, well founded, and he thought
the course prescribed to them was such’as had always been
adopted by similar commissions.

Mr. McDUFFIE rejoined that the claims lodged in the
State Department were filed against the French Government,
and not aguinst their own Government, There was no evi-
dence of these claims in Congress before 1837. He did not
say any thing aguinst the claims on the ground of the lapse of
time, but from the want of evidence in their favor before Con.
gress, and the presumptive evidence against them afforded by
the adverse reports of Congress, ? ‘

Mr. ARCHER ussured the Senator from South Carolina
that he could furnish him with more evidence in favor of these
cluims, which had ceme before him in the shape of petitions
and memeorials, than he would choose (he imagined) to exam-
ine. It had been asked, where are the claimants ' His friend
from Massachusetts (Mr. Barxs) had told him that one wasin
a poor-house in that State, driven there very probably by the
pnon-settlement of this claim. It was asked, where was the
evidence ! Why, the petitioners ask to be allowed to produce
their evidence, aud to have a fair judicial decision. Again,
where are the safeguards aguinst fraud ' The amount of
claims is about £12,000,000 ; the amount of compensation is
$5,000,000. Here was the strongest of all safeguards. All
the claimants, from a principle of self-intevest, will be guards
against each other. What is the evidence to be adduced *
Itis the evidence of our own State archives ; the history of
our own country ; the highest of all evidence—the treaties of
our own Government.

Mr. BENTON wished to speak upon the question before the
Senate, but he did not wish further to delay the consideration
of the order of the day ; and he moved to defer the further con-

suderation of this bill until to-morrow.

ABUSE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY IN THE
NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE.

Mr. DAYTON submitted the following resolutions :
Revolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed
to inquire forthwith whether a case of books has been forward-
ed within the past year by the French Chamber of Deputies, ot
any other rtment of the French Government, for the use
and benefit of the Government of the United States : and, if so,
that the committes i iately procure | ion thereof, and

ional Library.

Resolved, u'ﬁ:rrhrr. That, upons the receipt of said books, the
Librarian of Congress be directed to acknowledge the same
10 proper terms, and that he indicate the high sense entertained
by this Government of the courtesy which prompted their pre-
seutation,

Mr. DAYTON said that he offered these resolutions under
& sense of shame and humiliation. He had just read an an-
nouncement in a New York ne r that on the 16th of Jan-
uary last a most valuable collection of books, presented by the
Freach Chamber of Deputies to this Government, had been pub-
licly sold at a custom-house sale in that city fur storawe !
These books consist, as stated, of ** Recueil des Historicens
des Gauls de la France, a large and splendid work, in twen-
ty volumes, comprising a period of one hundred and two years,
from the royal press of France, with illuminate] title page,
engravings, &c. ; also the Proces Verbaur des Seances de
Ja Chambre des Deputes, in twenty-three volumes, superbly

. bound, session 1843—budget 1844, together with a few other
books, all from the royal press, and not to be obtained but
from the French Government itsell.”

Mr. D. said the sale of these books under the circumstances
was a most awkward and unpleasant mistake. It was doe w
the French Government, and more especially wus it due to
curselves, that the mistake be rectified in the most summary
way. We were not, he trusted, so reckless of all those cour-
tesies and civilities which ought to characterize the intercourse
of civilized nations as to disregard or overlook this act of cour-
tesy from a foreign Government. Were it not that this sale
had become a matter of notoriety, we might content ourselves
in reclaiming the books at the expense of the Government, if
my;’;ﬁmn were connected with it.  As it is, a resolution of
the kind seemed necessary to put the matter in a proper posi-
ton before the public. 4 472

Mr. TAPPAN made some obserrations which were not
heard distinctly, the purport of which appeared to be, that he
did not know of any authority by which, if the case of books in
question had been addressed to any functionary of the Govern-
ment, the collector at New York could have directed the sale
of them.

Mr. McDUFFIE said this was a most extraordinary affiir ;
he wished to know to whom the books had been nddressed,
and also by what authority the books had been suld ; he was
desirous to know something more of the matter.

Mr. DAYTON said that the statement which he had made
was equally true as it was extrabrdinary ; and, for the infor-
mation of the Senator from South Caroling as well as others,
be wished the
tion to this affair 1o be read by the Secretary.

Mr. McDUFFIE thought that the mistake had arisen from

The resolutions were slightly modified and then adopted.
NATURALIZATION LAWS.

Mr. ARCHER presented & memorial from 2,000 citizens of
8t. Louis, praying for a reform in the naturalization laws.

Mr. A. said, on p ting this ial, that the people
of the United States had spoken in relstion to this subject in
#0 imposing & manner that little appeared to be left 10 Con-
gress but to respond to their voice and accord to their wishes.
He hoped that Senators would feel the great importance of the
subject, and that when it came before them for discussion and
for action, he should have the assistance and support of the
honarable Senators from New York in forwarding the great
object of a salutary reformation in the laws referred to.

Mr. ALLEN inquired respecting any information which
the Comumitiee on the Judiciary may have received from the
commission appointed o take lestimony on the subject at New
York, Philadelphia, and other cities. He did not know the
authority by which this conumission had been appointed, nor
the rules for taking evidence which had been adopted. He
wished to know the state of the business and the nature of the
information received ; he was anxious that gentlemen on his
side of the Benate should possess thia information.

Mr. BERRIEN olserved that a resolution had been passed
directing the Committee on the Judiciary to send for persons
and papers, and that under another resol the i t

ication which he had received in rels- | g

If the annexation of Texas was really desired by the |

the case ot having besnr aid ooy pebli s hlhe United States, that annexation could be effacted by safe,

ions. He ex 1 the report of the Committee on For-
cign Relations, and denied the correctness of the conclusions
therein. He argued that there was nothing in the existing
relations between this country and Mexico, and nothing in the
relations between Mexico and Texas, which rendered the adop-
tion of the joint resolutions either a breach of the national
faith, or a violation of any obligations, either political or moral,
due from the United States to any foreign nation whatever.
Mr. H. recapitulated the diflerent arguments which had
been used aguinst the adoption of the resolutions, and conelud-
ed with expressing his conviction that Congréss was fully com-
petent to adopt them, and that it was expedient and proper
to do so.

Mr. BARROW denied that the election of Mr. Polk was
an evid that the people of the country had ex their
desire for the annexation of Texas, und had settled the ques-
tion in the affirmative. He argued strongly against the con-
stitutionality of the joint resolutions. Besides the constitu-
tional objection, he entertained strong objections to the expe-
diency of annexation ; these points Mr. B. stated at considerable
length and with much force.

Mr. B. said that all the reasons which he had heard in favor
of the annexation of Texas might be reduced to five. These
were, to extend the area of freedom, to strengthen the defences
of New Orleans, to prevent England from gaining an ascen-
dency in Texas, to open a market for Northern manufactures
and Western produce, and to strengthen the South.

He examined these different motives for annexation, and
denounced them all as false in their principles, and calculated
to be injurious in their operation. g
Mr. COLQUITT addressed the Senate for more than two
hours in defence of the joint resolutions, in which he defended
the constitutionality of the resolutions, and warmly advoecated
the annexation of Texas.

that was urged as one of the foundations for the measure now
under consideration. '
He controverted the idea thrown out by the Senator from
Mississippi, (Mr. Warken,) that Rhode Island and North
Curolina were admitted as foreign States. Rhode Island was
probably the oldest State in the world having a written Con-
stitution, embodying all the great principles of civil and reli-
gious liberty ; and he believed that in point of republicanism
the people of Rhode Island had as good a right to be consi-
dered as part of the original United States as any State in the
Union.  Rhode Island was not to be called o new or a foreign
State, nor her admission into the Union cited as a precedent
for the admission of Texas. Rhode Island never was admit-
ted; she was part and parcel of the original United States. He
examined the history and the course of Rhode Island through-
out the Revolutionary war, and he said if honorable Senators
had heen better apquainted with facts they would have hesitated
before they called Rhode Island an alien and a foreign State.
Mr. 8. examined the constitutional ground assumed by
the Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Covauirr,) and made an
elubornte argument, deduced from his view of the Constitu-
tion, in opposition to the annexation of Texas upon the prin-
ciples of the joint resolution passed by the House of Repre-
reentatives.  In 1837 Texas applied for admission into the
Union.  There was, in his opinion, much in the mode of an-
nexation then proposed which was preferable to the one now
before the Senate. He denied the necessity for haste in this mat-
ter, aricing from any interference with the question by Eng-
land : she had denind all inclination to interfere, and he be-
lieved her ; and, if she did violate her word, she was a re-
sponsible nation, and might be held to account.  All the views
he could take of the question seemed to point out the pro-
priety of negotintion as a preliminary step. He examined the
Joint resolution received from the House of Representatives,
and strongly deprecated its sdoption. He denied that Texas
was now knocking at our door for admission. This is a
made case, to operate upon the decision of Congress. There
is no application of the kind. Texas may desire annexation
with us, but there is no evidence of it in the shape of any ap-
plication on her part.

The resolution cannot be adopted without a violation of the
Constitution.
respect to the admission of new States, and his competency as
an authority bad been denied.  Mr. 8. advocated Mr, Jefler-
son's competency, and paid great respect to his opinion. Sym-
pathy for Texus may and ought to be felt, but those who had

said that the assertion that Texas was knocking at our door | Sons that .
for admissi in his opini . found in the course ed by this House for the annexation
or admission was not, in his opinion, well founded ; and yet of -~ Lhanmi,’:;m utl;% Or ol s Gl oE
fects of those measures u

Mr. Jeflerson's opinions had been quoted with | #nd
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

A great variety of memorials and petitions were presented
and referred during the week.
WIDOWS' PENSIONS.

The bill from the Senate restricting the grant of pensions
i certain cuses was taken up,

"T'his bill provides that, from and after its e, & pension
shadl not be grauted to_any widow for or nrlv.:!uyplnw
portion of the time her husband may huve reecived one, whose
declaration therefor shall not have been made on or before the
thirtieth dzuuf April, one thousand eight hundred and forty-
four, und shall not then have been received at the Pension
The Commiltee on Revolutionary Pensions of this House
reported an amendment to strike out the words, **then
have been received at the Pension Office ;" and to insert in
lieu thereof the words, **have been received at the Pension
Office on or before the 23d day of Jmmq, 1845."

Mr. SE;MOUR, of New \';:ls. Chairman of the Com-

mittee on Pensions, explained the necessity for the passage of
the bill, as also the propriety wf‘thaammd{nmt.
Mr. McKAY, Chairman of the Committee of Ways and
Means, differed from Mr. Sgymovn as to the operation of the
amendment. That amendment would (Mr. McK. suid) in-
volve un expenditure of more than $200,000 per snnum be-
yond the amount required by the bill. He went into a full
statement of the appropriations made for widows'
pensions for this year, which he said were larger than for se-
verul ing years, . :

Mr. HAMLIN, of Maine, sustained, and Mr. WRIGHT,
of Indiana, opposed the dment.

The previous question was moved and seconded, and the
main question was ordered to be now put, |

The main question was put by yeas and nays—

First, that the House agree to the amendment reported hy
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and was decided
in the affirmative— Yeas 100 nays 58.

"The bill was then read the third time, passed, and returned

to the Senate.

PAY OF THE ARMY.
The bill to regulate the pay of the army next came up in
regular order. &
This bill pussed through the Committee of the Whale on the
state of the Union on Saturday, and was.reported to the
House with amendments, which were all concurred in.
The question now recurred on the engrossment and third
reading of the bill.

Mr. ADAMS supported the bill in a speech, in which he
spoke of the efforts heretofore made at retrenchment in the
military service, and in which he had co-operated,
but which had signally failed ; and he went into a detail of the
causes of the failure. He did not jein in the denunciations of
the officers of the army, (in which seveial gentlemen seemed
to take so much pleasure, ) from the commander down to the
lowest. On the contrury, he spoke of the officers in terms of

respect. He was in favor of the bill because it was a
E!Tt reform, and because he was emphatically opposed to [%ible to ascertain, the furniture had cost about $20,000 for a

Mr. SIMMONS replied to Mr. Covaqurrr. He an army. He thought hﬂ saw that the army, which he was
the mixing up any false issues or extraneous questions with | certain would go on to increase, was soon to become burden-
the avawed object of the resolutions before the Senate. He | some to the people and dangerous to their liberties. The rea-

him to fear the increase of the army, would be

the foreign relations of the coun-
try, into which relations he entered at censiderable length.
H:‘Enh of the bill 1o establish the Territory of Nebraska,
and said that that bill provided for the establishment of five
or more large military posts ; and, in the Oregon bill, a fortress
with a considerable military establishment was directed to be
made at the mouth of the Columbia or Oregon river. These
would of themselves create u necessity for a large increase,
independent of what might arise from abroad. He said that
he did not set himself up for a prophet, but he would foretell
that, within two or three years, millions upon millions would
be required for the army beyond what wus now ealled for.
He referred to what had been said out of doors as attributed
to him, that, if we annexed Texas, the Britssh would take
Cuba ; and if Britain did take Cuba, he thought we would he
precluded by our own conduct from complaint against her for
so doing.
He said the measures pursued would, in all probability, lead
to a great augmentation of the navy also; aml that, in a few
years, instead of being called upon for appropriations for six or
eight millions for that branch of service, forty millions would
berequired.  Mr. A., in allusiom to the desire which, he said,
seemed o exist for a boundless extension of our limits, said

would come when the Speaker would recognise *“the gentle-
man from Patagonia.” [t would not be long, he supposed,
before ““ the gentleman from California™ would also be among
us.  Why not. *“the gentleman from the North Pole,” and
““the gentleman from the South Pole "

Mr. A. occupied his hour in a speech which came very un-
expectedly upon the House, and which was very interesting,
and was listened to with great attention. Our Reporter did not
take notes, and this sketeh has been hastily written from
Mr. RAYNER was opposed to the bill and opposed to the
reduction of the army, because he feared that the Texas ques-
tion, and other measures pursued by the House would involve
the country in & foreign war. Andalthough he might oppose,
and oppose earnestly, measures which might produce a war,
yet when war cane he would go for his country, right or wrong ;
he would not, therefore, do any thing to reduce her means
of defence.  Mr. R. said he had been unsahle, during the dis-
cussion of the Texus question, to obtain the floor, to give his
opinions on that great and important question, sud he should
tuke this oceasion todo so.  He then went fully into the ques-

voluntarily gone out from the land of their birth and made | ion of annexation, and consumed his hour upon that subject.
Texas their home, have no ®sim upon us to endanger the | A full report of Mr. R.'s speech sy hereafler be given.

well-being of the country by extending to them our assistance.
We were not bound to jeopard the peace of the United |
tates 1o promote the good of any foreign people whatever, | mander.

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, disclaimed any hostility

L} u{ €
onorable, and constitutional means; he did not regard the re-

solution before the SBenate as conducing to that result by such bill, he would move the previous question.
means

Mr. MERRICK said he had labored long and earnestly to
armive at a correct view of the question before the Senate ; but
he was afraid the conclusions he had arrived at, and the opin-
ions he should declare, would not prove accuptable o many
of his friends on that floor.

He argued that the Constitution gave to Congress the
power to admit Texas into the Union in the mode nwm
posed and under discussion. He quoted very largely

an argument of Lother Martin in favor of the opinions he
wis advocating. He denied the paramount authority of the
treaty-making power ; it was merely an auxiliary, a subordi-
nate power, granted not to control or abridge the power of
other branches of the Gevernment, but to aid and assist them.
The great object in establivhing the treaty-making power was
to provide for secrecy, security, and despatch in the prosecu-
tion of negotintions with foreign Governments, and not any
desire to prevent an abuse of power on the part of Congress.
The treaty-making power was not necessary 1o the passage of
the resolution now before the Senate, nor would it be in-
fringed by its adoption. *

e joint resolution on the table was not a treaty, nor
would the pessage of it by the Senate be an infringement
of the Constitution either in letter or spirit ; but would be in

of a commission was authorized o collect infor
the pointa bearing upon the question st issve.
had been i in the cities of Bal phia,
New York, and New Orleans : that at Baltimore would be
closed during the t week ; the commission at Philadel-
phia had e and made its report ; the one at New York
was closed, but the report was not vet roceived . from New
Orleans the committee had not yet heard. He hal a deep
conviction of the importance of the subject, and should ask the
attantion of the Senate to it 8o soon as the returns were received.

TERRITORY OF OREGON.

The CHAIR laid before the Senate the following commu-
nication from the President of the United Btates ; which was
read, and ordered to be printed.

Wasmxorow, Frsnvany 19, 1845
To the Senate of the United States :

In to the lution of the Senate of 11th December,
1844, requesting the President to lay before the Senate, if in
his judgment that way be done without prejudice Lo the pub-
lic interests, a copy of any instructions which may have been
given by the Executive to the Awerican Minister m England
on the subject of the title 1o and occupation of the Territory
of Oregon since the 4th day of March, 1841 ; also, a copy of
any correspondence which may have passed betwoen this Go-
vernment and that of Great Britsin, or between either of the
two Governments and the Minister of the other, in relation to
that subject since that time, I have to say that, in my opinion,
as the negotiation is still pending, the information sought for
cannot be communicated without prejudice to the public
service.

I deem it proper, however, to add, that consideralile progress
has been made in the discussion, which has been carried on
in & very amicable spirit betwedn the two Governments, and
that there is reason to hope that it may be terminated, and the
Tilﬁm be brought to a close, within a short period.

have delayed answering the resolutions under the expec-
tation, exp i in my | age, that the negotiation
would have been terminated before the close of the present
session of Congress, and that the infornation called for by the
resolution of the Senate might be communicated.
JOHN TYLER.
BILLS PASSED.

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of George
Duvall.

A bill for the relief 1. A Throckmorton.

A bill providing for arrearages of pay due the 4th regiment
of the 24 brigade of Vermont militia.

An act to amend an act making appropriations for the naval
service for the year 1845,

An set for the relocation of cortain grants of land 1o Gene-

il Lafayeite,

upon
Cormmissions

Dhiledalvki
¥

nceordance with the practice of the Government from the
establishment of the Constitution to the present moment.
Nature had pointed out the propriety of annexing Texas to
the Union. N’:)nrm eould look upon the map of Texas with-
out perceiving this. He argued the commercial expediency
of the proposed union with Texas.
He considered that the principal ground of opposition to this
measure was, whether slavery should have the power of expand-
ing itself, or whether it was to be shut up and eramped with-
in its present bounds, until, by the natural results, the section
of country where alavery existed would not be eufe for a white
man to reside in, and must be given up to the possession of
the African race. He could not, as a Southern man, as a
Marylander, s a rey ive of the people of Maryland, a
State which had the institution of slavery in her bosom. If
the moment when he should give his vote in favor of this
resolution should prove the last of his existence, he felt that
he could not spend it better than by so employing it. He
should, thus he thought, best provide for the general security
and welfare of the country.
#Mr. HUNTINGTON eommenced his observations by re-
plying 1o the Senator from Georgin, und defended the people
of the non-slaveholding States from the imputations cast upon
them,
Mr. COLQUITT said that he had not said any thing against
the patriotiem of the of the North : but he had said,
and did say, that the resl opposition of the Northern people to
annexation arose from the question of slavery. However the
constitutional question might be raised here, this was the ques-
tion at howe, .
Mr. HUNTINGTON replied that he wished to say what
he had to say in a temper of propriety and decorum, and had
no wish to impute to the Senwtor from Georgia any thing which
he had not saud.
Mr. H. suid the question affacted our national henor, our
national eredit, our national peace, our national prosperity, he
would not sny our national existence. He felt it due to his
constituents to raise his voice againet this aggempt at legislation
#o caleulated to break down the national nties and secu-
tities, and endanger the liberty and prosperity of the country.
He argued strongly upon the unconstitutionality of the re-
solution, and denied that either Gouverneur Morris or Luther
Martin had advanced any thing in proof of the contrary. He
quoted the opinion of Mr. Calhoun that Congress eannot make
n treaty with a foreign nation. When a contract is wanted
with a foreign nation, it passes from the legisintive power, and
1rverts 1o the treaty-muking power to make that contract.
Whatever requires the eonsent of another nation belongs to
the treaty-making power, and ean only be regulated by it.
These wers the opinions of Mr. Calhonn, snd every word
shawed the enlightened statesman.  Mr. Pinkney, of Mary-
land, wlso held and exprosesd similar opinjons.

P conceived to be u fair standard of allowance ; and, s the debate 1 ‘ .

had taken a range 5o wide and foreign from the merits of the | amendments, and being first put on Mr. H.unmndn!mt, it

was rejected by a large majonity ; snd then Mr. Joxxs's pro-
peration, the question was | position was also rejected

put by yeas and nays, ** Shall the bill pass * and passed in the

affirmative as follows :

It was seconded ; and, under its o

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Ba-

l:[hckwrll.
Milton Brown, Baffington, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, 1=
ter, Renben (!Imwnau.‘“(njliulmn. Dana, Daniel, 1 I..l]:hn
W. Davis, Dickey, l)iiliuglmu, Douglass, Dromgoole, '™
Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Fuller, Gid-
dings, Willis Green, Hannibal Hamlin, E. 8. Hamlin, Hammett,
Huralson, Heuley, Herrvick, Hoge, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell,
Hudson, Hungerford, Jumes B, Hunt, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks,
Cuve Juhnson, Pcrlv!r B. Jal y Andrew Jol weo. W
ones, Dauniel P, King, Labranche, Locas, Lumpkin, Lyon,
McClelland, MeClernand, MeConnell, MeDowell, McKay,
Norris, Owen, Payne, Peyton, Pollock, Pratt, Pardy, David
8. Reid, Reding, l"lv]l‘:-. Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers,
St Johin, Sumhr, Swmders, Severanee, Thomas H. Seymour,
Simons, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smiw Smith,
Steenrod, John Stewart, James W, Stone, pyon, Tib-
butts, Tilden, Tucker, Wentworth, Wheston, Benj. White,
Williams, Woodward, ngl A. “v'l"i;ht--ltr?.
NAYS—Messrs, Abbott, i, Carroll, Chilton, Clinch,
Cranston, Garrett Duvis, Fish, Florence, n, Grinnedl,
Grider, Hardin, Harper, Washington Huut, Cl J. Inger-
soll, John P. Kennedy, Marsh, E. Joy Morris, Isunc E. Morse,
Moseley, Newton, Faterson, Ramsey, Rayuver, C. M. Reed,
Rodney, Schenek, 8 . 8 s, Sykes, Th , Tyler,
Vance, Vanmeter, Winthrop, William 'Wright—37.

other purposes passed the House of Representatives, and was
sent to the Senate for concurrence.

FURNISHING THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE.

Mr. PRATT moved that the House resolve itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the pur-
pose of taking up the bill muking sn appropriation for fur-
nishing, peinting, and repairing the Presidential mansion.
The motion prevailed, and the House resolved jtsell into
Committee of Whole on the state of the Union accerd-
ingly, (Mr. Sauxnens in the chair,) and proceeded to the
consideration of the said bill.
The bill was read, and is as follows: |
Be it enacted by the Senate and Housé of Representatives
of the United States of America in Cony assembled,
That there be puid, out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, the sum of twenty thousand dol for the
purchase of furniture for the President’s House, in nddition to
the procecds of the sale of the old furniture. |
‘S-c.l-z. .hrtigeli;t - enacted, mmfmﬂm' 'c':fm of
eight thousnd dollars be n T ted, purpose of re-
p$u in andl about the sid f-’.'m ng und grounds.

Mr. HENLEY moved to reduce the tion for fur-
nishing the President’s House from $20,000 to $10,000.

Mr. BURT inquired what amount had been usually ap-
propriated for thin porpose on former occasions.

Mr. PRATT imswered that for the last three terms the
aggregate exceeded $20,000 a term.

Mr. BURT waid he was satisflod, and hoped the amend-
ment would not be agreed to, 1

Mr. HENLEY asked for tellers on the question of this
amendment ; but the House refused to order tellers,

Mr. HENLEY then said, an he could not get tellers on
his amendment, he had a word or two to say. He wasin
earnest in proposing the iment, hecause he thought
$10,000 fully enough. Much had been said in former times
about the extravagance in furnishing the President’s House ;
the people had heard muoch about gold spoons, forks, and
many other like extravagancies. There was too much truth
in what bad been maid ; there had been extravagance, and
great extravagance too, and it was time it was thed.
was not only in favor of retrenchment in this instanee, but
was in favor of retrenchment in the expenditures in all the
departments of the Government.  And he hiad been anxious
during the whole session to get at the business ; and when a
gentleman from Pennsylvanin, n day or two ago, when the
army retrenchment bill was ealled up, had said that it was
much more dignified and proper, before the House commene-

el retrenchment and reform with other departments of the

And so the bill to regulate the pay of the army and for A
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ml'?”wm;m oy bring the subject before
e wi in the session to bri

tlul'luuu,bnm it because the chainnan of the
Committes of Ways and Means had stated that that committee
intended to take the subject of retrenchment into consideration.
Yet what had they done ! "I'he session wus nearly to a close,
und no plan had been produced. And now he was told, on
this little bill, that this was not the time. Some how or other

termined to persevere in his endeavors to reduce the appropria-
tion from $20, 000, which he thought abominahle extravagance,
to $10,000, which he deemed more than . Mr. H.
agnin repeated that he was not to be deterred from his purpose

ould the, )

J::SBYMOUR,N’ ew York, inquired of the chairman
of the committee who reported the bill if any estimute had been
made of what wus required to fumish the President's House,
and the cost ’

Mr. PRATT answered in the affirmative, and produced the
estimate, and offered to send it to the tuble to be read.

Mr. SEYMOUR said he did not wish it read ; he only
wished to know whether the bill was based on an estinate,
and finding that it had been, he was entirely satisfied.

The estimate was not read.

went into a detuil of the mode in which the various apartments
of the President’s house had been, ut various periods, deco-
rated and furnished, but also their present state. He thought
the House had, at all imes, been too fine and gaudy, and too
extravagantly fitted up. He said that, as far us he had been

Presidential term, equal to $5,000 a year, s sum which was
too much to allow to ** mortal man ” for that . Mrd,
suid a great deal more aguinst extravagance at the President's
house ; and concluded by moving to amend Mr. HII‘LSt'l
amendment by also striking out the first section of the bill.
Mr. D GHAM epposed the amendment in a few sen-
sible and laced remarks. it
Mr. ABBOT'T explained what took place in the Committee
on Public Buildings and Grounds in relation to the bill before
it was to the House. 4
Mr. DOUGLASS thought if he had been in the Chair he
would have ruled the speeches which had been made on this
bill us out of onler, at least for three years to come—that is,
until the eve of the next Presidential election . they would
then be perfectly in order. He then the amendment
of Mr. Hexvey, and suid he did not think there was a gentle-
mun in the House or the country who would visit the Presi-
dent's House but would feel ashamed of the mean and wretched
and miserable condition of its furniture. You could not walk
across a room without danger of falling, by having your toes
entangled in the holes in the carpet ; if you took a seat, you
were in danger of going to the floor, as the legs of half the
chairs were broken. The gold forks and spoons had lost all
their gold, and there was nothing of them but the base metal :
every thing was mean and con There was not s
house in his (Mr. D.’s) district that was not better furnished :
he meant that if they had chairs, they were such as not 1o let
you fall to the floor ; if they had spoons, they were not so rubbed
a5 to leave nothing but the iron ; if u carpet, it was not full of

that it had been already observed, on this floor, that the day | holes, &c.

If Mr. Clay had been elected, he would certainly have voted
for $20,000—not a cent less ; he was now willing to go for
more, because he helieved Mr. Polk entitled to a little more.
He was prepured to vote for $30,000. Mr. D., too, was in
favor of retrenchment, but not in this poor little way. He
was for a retrenchment that should have some reality in it,
and which would do credit to Congress. He had nd idea of
retrenchment in old furniture, He had oecasionally taken
some of his constituents to-see the Premdeut, and he had
never come awny with them but he had Leen reproved for suf-

fering the President’s to | t so mean and misera-
blé an & ;
Mr. E’OBB was in favor of the §20,000, but urged the

House to urrest the debate ; and moved that the commitice
rise for the of introducing a resolution into the Hfmne
to arrest debate within a few minutes after going into Com-
mittee of the Whole ngain.

The motion prevailed, and the committee rose ; and—
Mr. C. then moved a resolution that all debate on the h!ll
#hall eease in five minutes after it shall be again taken up in
The previous question was moved, and under its operation

resolution was agreed 1o. .
And the House aguin resolved itself into Committee of the

o the officers of the army, more especially to its gallant com- | Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed the considefa-
His only object in endeavoring 1o pass the bill under |tion of the bill for fumishing, painting, and repairing the
ation was to bring the pay of the officers to what he | President’s House.

The question recurred on Mr. Hexier's and Mr. Jowss's

Mr. BURT moved to amend by insrting after $20,000

these words : *¢If s0 much be necessary.”

greed to.
Mr. HUDSON said that he had been informed that it had

ker, Barringer, Belser, Benton, James Black, James A, Black, | been customary, out of the appropriations heretofore made, to
‘Kllow'l'. Bowlin, Brengle, Brinkerhoff, Brodhesd, | fill the cellars with wine, as well as to furnish the House. He
therefore moved the following proviso :

Provided, That no purt of the sum hereby appropriated

shall be expended in the purchase of wines or liquors.

This amendment was rejected. ;

Mr. WETHERED moved the following, to be added to

the 1st section :

Provided, That, so far as practicable, the money hm-hly :5
L

" | propristed shall be expended in the purchase of artic

American manufucture,

Several gentlemen remarked from various qum_-terluf the
House that a similar ision was already in_lhe pill.

Mr. WBTHBREmn moved the following :

“ And that no wrticle of foreign munufacture used in the
Executive mansion shall be puid for out of this appropriation.”
It was n‘;\amd. ;

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, moved to strike out
$20,000, and to insert $18,000. Rejected. 136

Mr. BURT moved to amend the bill by striking out that
part of it which provides that the furniture shall be of Ameri-
can manufacture. : y
This was also rejected, 38 in the affirmative and 76 in the

ve.
M:. HOUSTON moved the following in relation to the
provision which difects the furniture to be of American manu-
facture : !

 Provided that such furniture ean be prosured on as good
terms as foreign artieles, ™
On this smendment there were 50 in its favor and 55
against it.  And so it was carried. !
The second section of the bill then came under considera-
tion. It appropriates $8,000 for repuirs in and about the
house and i’nmm.ll.

Mr. SE

and insert $4,000,

On this question there appeared 47 to 58—no quorum
voting.

The question was again put, and there appeared 62 in fa-
vor of the amendment, and 66 aguinst it. So the nmendinent
wis re "

Mr. HOLMES moved the following :

And be it further enacted, That for the eneouragement of
domestie manufactures no wines but Ameriean be drank, and
no eigars but Ameriean be smoked in the President’s House.

Mr. WINTHROP moved to amend the section by striking
out the words ““but American,” so us to leave it to read that
no wines be drank and no cigars be smoked in the Presi-
dent’s House,

Mr. Wisrnnor's amendment was rejected, and so also
was Mr. Houwes's section.

The committes then rose and reported the bill to the House
with the amendments agreed to in committee.

The previous question was moved by Mr. DOUGLASS, it
wis seconded by a large majority, wnd the main question was
ordered to be now put.

The first amendment was agreed to.

And the question recurred on the second amendment, which
proposes to insert, in reference to the elause which directs the
furniture to be of American manufactore, these words :

“* Provided, such furnitare can be proeured on as good terms

as foreign artieles,”
i The question to agree to this amendment was taken by yeas
and nays, which were as follows :
| YEAS—Mensrs. Anderson, A , Atkinson, Belser,
Jnmes Bluek, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bawlin,
Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Willium J. Brown, mmhnwh Cald-

well, Camphell, Carpenter, m‘m" JEI:’{V- mcﬂ':ml:

Clinton, Cobb, Cross, Callom, I

Douglass, 1 Dunesn, Ficklin, Goggin, Bymam

ﬁrm. ”'?fjuhiu, .ﬂ in, l-hnmst. l-lnin;l. Pllll:nrt: }!ﬂp\h'»
ouston, Hub ungerford, Jumes B, nmeson,

Andrew Jolinson, (5 w.J Andrew Kennedy, La-

, branche, Lueas, Lampkin, Lyon, MeCauslen, Maclsy, MeClel-

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, advocated the amendment, and o

d
MOUR, of New York, moved to strike out'$8,000

T S imlwnma, oy Caleb)
, Dy 5 ! =
shens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Sﬂ# it
lrildﬁ, Tyler, Vavee, Vauumeter, g‘h“% ohn White
Benjamin ' White, Williams, Winthrop, Wi, right, Yuncey
Yosl—78,

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third

| time, and it was read the third time forthwith—

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, suid he would make a motion
which was in order ; and that motion was, that the bill lie on

the table.

Mr. RAYNER said, as he saw most of the seats on the
Democratic side of the House y, and as, no doubt, the
Democratic members took a deep interest in the bill, he would
move a call of the House. It was refused.
Anlllhsrmxn was taken by yeas and nays on the mo-
ﬁontnlhy bill

nays 81,

operation, the question was taken on its passage, by yeas and

nays, and thers appeared :
ths—uan Adume, James A. Black, Bowlin, Hreogle,
w (1] hﬂpllﬁ arey,
Clinton, Cobb, Cranston, Crur::. Daua, John W. D“i‘hl ™
e D e ot o
icklin, Foster, ¥ mlin, %, Hul
Hunuu‘ﬁl‘d." Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave J
Kirkpatrick, Labruoche, Lucus, MeCnuslen, Maclay

ai.".‘.,‘f'm J Bower, Boyd, I Milton B

s JAIMEeS L rOwn,

Willism J. Brown, ‘Cullom, Daniel, Deberry,
Green, Grider,

Yost—T70.

So the bill was rejected.

On the ing day—

Mr. SLIDELL said that yesterday he had votedin the nega-
tive on the question of the engrossment and thﬂ reading of
the bill to provide for furnishing and repairing the President's
House, for the sole object of placing himself in a position to
mike a motion to reconsider that vote. Mr. B, '
his motion by some remarks, inwhich he seemed to think that

Government so simple and republican as ours; but, as it had

to erect another which should in his opinion correspond with
our republican institutions, and to appropriate the present
house Lo some other public purpose. * Mr. 8. also went intoa
detail of the appropriations and expenditures for the accommo-
dation of the houscholds of the aoverul Presidents of the
United States.

Mr. HAMMETT did not vote against the bill yesterday
because he was opposed to the principle ; it was because the
amount appropriated was e ve ; and | he was op-
posed to the high-handed manner in which the chairman of
the Committee on Public Buildings (Mr. Prart) has been in
the habit of doing business here. Mr. H. then went on to
particularize various instances in which, in his opinion, that
gentleman had transcended his authority, and by his acts
committed this House and the Government. Among the cases
enumerated were the marble duck-puddies below the Capitol,
and some splendid, indeed magnificent, sets of window curtains
which had recently been put up in the President’s House.
Mr. H. was very severe on Mr. Puarr.

* Mr. PRATT thought it  small business, a very small bus
siness, to come here and talk about the President's furniture ;
to take that as the subject on which to make speeches for home

ption, speeches for Buncom! “talk about a little
furniiure ! a little furniture ! yes, a little furniture ! and o
little business it was.

Mr. PRATT defended himsell against the charges brought
against him by Mr. Hamwerr. It was true, he had directed
a sel of curtsins to be put up in the President's House, be-
cause he was ashamed, and every decent man oughs to be
ashamed, of those that were there. He had directed the finest
that could be procured ; yes, the finest and moat becoming the
place, and he told the upholiterer that if the Government did
not pay for them he would, and he meant todo it. He didnot
give the order as chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings,
butas an individual, asa private gentleman; he hud taken the
responsibility, and he meant to stand by it ; and, if the Govern-
ment did not pay for the curtains, he would. He then turned
to Mr. H. and very emphatically asked of him : Now, sir,
have you ever done as much for your country ' [Much
laughter.] Mr. P. concluded by moving the previous question.
Mr. BRINKERHOFF inquired if the vote to reconsider
passed in the affirmative, w the bill be open to amendment?
The SPEAKER said it would not.

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. Can it be recommitted, with
instructions to amend ?

The SPEAKER. 1t ean.

The previous question was then seconded ; and the main
question was ordered to be now put.

That main guestion was, ** d‘.:'d;. Houve ﬁnﬂdﬁﬂn
vote by which the bill to provide urnishing
thsll:’uidnnt‘-l'lm was rejected 7 ltmdﬂrm
affirmative by yeas and nays : 126 in favor of reconsideration
and 27 against it.

Mz. PETTIT hoped the House would take ‘“one mare
Irishman's hoist—another peg downwards.” He said he would
therefore make a motion for another reconsiderntion : that is,
to reconsider the vote ordering the billto be engrossed and read
a third time. 8o as to place it in a situation for amendment.

‘T'his motion to reconsider was decided in the negative—69
in favor, and 70 against it.

S0 the House refused 1o reconsider the vote ordering the bill

the ghost of the late Mr. Ogle, whose celebrated speech liad
woduced such wonderful effect in 1840. The speech of Mr.
i’.w—m&mdwdfuﬂmlhn purpose.

Mr. JAMESON moved that the bill be recommitted to the
Committee on the Public Buildings, with instructions to amend
it by appropriating $10,000 for furniture, and $4,000 for m-

iri house and improving the grounds.

Mr. HENLEY supported the motion to recommit ; and, at
the close,of his speech, said he must correet an error in the no-
tice of his remarks on this bill yesterday, published in the In.

1 of this morning, in which injustice is done to the
of Ways and Means. In those

telligencer
Chai of the C

negative—yeas 47, nays 100,
And sothe House refused to lay the bill on the table.
And the question was forthwith put : ** Shall the bill paas”
And passed in the negative, by yeas and nays, »s Lk
ek Beodhend, Bare, Cormpbell, Catln, Aoge . Chapat
Black, B eard, Burt, Cam , Catlin, Aug. A.
Clinton, Cross, Dant "]'!ifhllrL . Davis, Dean, Dellet, m
a, I.J'rnom , Dunlap, Flmer, Foster,
mmm,s’fale. Funnibal Hamlin, Hays, Herrick, Hubs
bell, Hungerford, Wnuhi}gtem Hunt, Chlnel J.
Jumenon, Cave Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Y
branche, Leonsrd, Luens, MeCnuslen, %
MeKay, Tuase E, iinru-, Murphy, Ne s ¢
Flisha R, Potter, Frnery 1. Potter, Pratt, David 8. Reid,
Ithett, Roberts, Rock weli, wzm, Ruwell, St Joho,Sannders,
Si Slidell, Robert Smitl
Tty Taler, Wentworth,
ampson, Tyler, Wentw
wﬁwfﬁ . i
Messrs,  Anderson,
Barvinger, Belser, Benton, Plackwell
V" Brown, Milton Brown, Wrn. J. Brown, B

l1a-

, Winthrop,
Aske, M‘riulnn,

P——

on the tuble, and it was rejected : Yeas 59, | The
T'he previous question was then seconded, and, under its | $2,

Murphy, Oven, Parmenier, P Elisha R. Poticr, zm" the
D. Pottds, Peait, David 8. "Reid, Relfc, Roberts, Rockwell,

the President’s House was too splendid an establishment for a | %67
iuuewcledmdsolnngmd,hnwouldmtmhmsﬂen?pt 7

be rendered in a bouse furnished appropriately with the ¢ig-
n'ttglul' the Executive officer of lh:mpnhlu. e

% Stiles, | PO

7 itself into Committee of the Wh
the state of the Union, (Mr. Savnvsus, of North Car

hz-%i?wudnmwhh

sideration of the bill muking appropriations for the civil
%A L Al DL L
ﬁhp-grﬁmpum ¥'s motion, and i

hhmdhif

o7 MKAY moved to strike out §551,760 for compen

500"
tr. INGERSOLL moved to amend this item
u‘ll“"m' and W”laoi the usual .n':l"‘“

LS o e N B
TR T

Mr. E. JOY MORRIS g

and Means mr:a::th annuasl appn b

of Congress hlﬂ:u-hdl‘. Ml;u-tl h‘:rdu

: ! ble works of literature and pi wred at greal expense
5, H, Fay ] ) a Bk and o us as a
Ry Tt s | ks o o pll ppend
un, R 5 Robinson, St. John, San Senter, friendly ¢ —works, copies of which could Iy
Thomus H. Bg\:u, 'I‘imnlsmhh Culeb B. Stet- Wl-bntm“&m’thel'rm
son, Andrew Stewnrt, Tibbuits, Tucker, Tyler, Vance, Wel- ,
ler, Wheaton, John White, Willisms, Joseph A. Wright, | flect indelibie upon this country, He referred
et iy oo i g L
art
under the law, probibiting the of gbacene pie
M. M. suid he had voted, with much reluctance,
a feeling that he'was doing wrong, : the bill
priate $20,000 for the and embx of the E
tive Mansion. He regarded the P s House in it
with its tomn curtaing, bro

r. M. would not vote, however, for this
when he saw the Democratic maj i

Mw:-h!«ﬂldﬁraﬁbiﬂwm I}lwﬂd"'lﬁ
there were reparted 64 in favor of the amendment, and

against il
And so the amendment was adopted.
EXPLORING EXPEDITION. ¥
Th'ejuhnruolnul'ﬁn from the Senate :ﬂmmw ion of
the work on the Exploring Expedition came up; \
m;;'admﬂmmhm 2
adopted and returned to

i

Resolved, E2¢c. That as each part of the work now in e
of publication on ** The Ex E on ” shall be com
whfﬁﬂy t eopies of men' mm_‘ﬁb
y of mkdﬁbﬁdnmiﬂﬂ!“—‘y'
'I'ouphufﬁuelfnlwd!m one copy ; to the Government
of France, two eopi ;Gﬂ&'ihin.mupiu;m‘ two

Greeee, Tuseany, the States,
T » China, Mexico, New Granada, Venezuela, Chili,
ru, the Argentine Republic, Brazil, Texas, and the Sundwich
lvﬂ‘;lidl:lndmuww&emtmhnﬁl}‘n.!w
See. 2, Andbeit further vesolved, That one copy of said work
be given to Charles Wilkes, Esquire, the Commander of said
Expedition, one copy to William L. Hudson, Esquire, and one
to Cadwallader Ringgold, Esquire, Commandants of ves-
:‘?inuldfa ition. !
n
ufnﬁdwgciduﬂbcdeﬁvenﬂm&eummhbyﬂﬂ
presceved for future distribution. i

EASTERN BRANCH BRIDGE.

mwmwuuwuw
The bill to organize & new land district in the southern part.

A bill to extend the provisions of “* An act '

Judiciary et September 24, 1789, 7
mmmumwm for the enlistment of boys in the

MMWhMMM&MnM

E
E xpedition.
Speaking of the recent snow-storm, a private let-

instant, says :
““I wrote to you the
stant,) snd think it

Caldwell, Carpenter, Reuben Chupioan, Cranston, C i

the € appropristions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of
]‘!

*

of Fiance
Proceedings oru»rmhchnmawnbgﬁ ¥
vernment of the United States by the of the French, ked
been permitted 1o lie in the custom-house ut New York, sad
+ | finally to be sold in January last for
an

i 4
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an the table ; so that the bill is defeated for the present session. ¥
BILLS PASSED. : o

ter, dated at Ogdensburg, New York, on the 12th
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